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Dear Parents & Incoming Students:

The 2023-24 school year is on the horizon and holds the promise of another great year in Kettle
Moraine. This registration document has been developed to provide information for students and
parents as they seek to explore new areas of learning and grow in areas of strength. We
encourage you to read the information provided and to ask as many questions as needed to clearly
understand the choices available in middle school. Our school counselors, teachers, and
administrators are available to parents and students as these important decisions are made.

Kettle Moraine Middle School utilizes the house plan of organization. A house consists of a group
of teachers instructing in the core academic areas (literacy, social studies, science, and math). The
team of house teachers collaborate to create an environment that responds to the academic,
social, and emotional needs of students.  At our middle school there are three different house
environments from which to choose:  The Navigate house, the Discover house, or the Create
house. See the detailed description of the three choices available to you on page 6 of this guide.
Requests for particular teachers cannot be granted.

We look forward to another rigorous and exciting year at Kettle Moraine Middle School!

Matt Kitzerow Laura Lloyd Christina Cowan Stephen Korb
Principal Associate Principal Counselor Counselor
965.6500 ext 2001 965.6500 ext 2002 965.6500 ext 2060 965.6500 ext 2059
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Mission and School Information

What is the mission at Kettle Moraine MS?

● Success for our middle schoolers requires a system that provides
a supported release of responsibility to foster a continuous
increase in self-efficacy and ownership of academic success,
citizenship and personal development.

● KMMS will provide environments and opportunities that
systematically foster independence and responsibility for
individual growth.

How do students and teachers accomplish this?

● Build on foundation in reading, math and writing through
application.

● Provide students choice and voice in all settings.
● Foster a student's ability to analyze individual performance,

design goals and reflect on the process.
● Build the skills within the Graduate Profile to allow students to

have experiences that increase agency, understanding of
possible career paths, time management, and self-control.

Our school and district strive to provide Personalized Learning environments
to facilitate the development of skills in Kettle Moraine’s Graduate Profile.

Return to Table of Contents

https://www.kmsd.edu/cms/lib/WI01919005/Centricity/Domain/468/KMSDPersonalizedLearning.pdf
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Registration Timelines for 2023-2024
For 6th graders in ‘23-24 6th grade registration sheets
When Event

February KMMS Counselors visit elementary schools during the school day.

Feb 2, 9 KMMS Information Nights from 5:30-7:00 p.m. welcoming 5th grade
families.

Feb 22 6th grade registration entries must be approved and entered into the
Infinite Campus portal.

For 7th graders in ‘23-24 Registration sheets for 7th grade.
When Event

February KMMS Counselors visit 6th grade classes to provide an overview of
enrollment choices for 7th grade.

Feb 22 7th grade registration entries must be approved and entered into the
Infinite Campus portal.

For 8th graders in ‘23-24 Registration sheets for 8th grade.
When Event

February KMMS Counselors visit 7th grade classes to provide an overview of
enrollment choices for 8th grade.

Feb 22 8th Grade registration entries must be approved and entered into the
Infinite Campus portal.

Return to Table of Contents

https://www.kmsd.edu/cms/lib/WI01919005/Centricity/Domain/639/6th%20Course%20Registration%202023-2024.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1x1-9IkUFgC3Z8jQLN0ZjjMF-twfSEWz9/view
https://www.kmsd.edu/cms/lib/WI01919005/Centricity/Domain/639/8th%20Course%20Registration%202023-24.pdf
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Learning Environment Comparison
* Overview

The  Middle School uses a house format to educate students in core academic content
(Literacy, Social Studies, Science/STEM, and Math).  In 2023-24 there are three different
house environments available for Kettle Moraine Middle School students and they are
described below.  5th grade students are asked to enter their 6th grade house preference
along with their second choice as their alternate.  There is also an option to enter if you do
not have a house preference.   6th and 7th grade students who want to change
environments need to contact their counselor.  Otherwise, they will be placed in the same
environment for the next grade. Efforts will be made to honor requests and to balance
class sizes to best serve all students. The three choices available are the following:

Create House
● Comprised of students in all three middle school grades and allows students to

remain with the same house teachers for all three years.
● Utilizes interdisciplinary (combining subjects) learning options.
● Personalization occurs as student and teacher work together to create goals,

determine appropriate pacing.
● Provides structures and opportunities for students to be more independent as they

progress in middle school and prepare for the challenges of high school.
● Utilizes My Learning Collaborative (myLC) to organize learning.

Navigate House
● Personalization occurs as student and teacher work together to create goals and

determine appropriate pacing.
● Provides structures and opportunities for students to be more independent as they

progress in middle school and prepare for the challenges of high school.
● Utilizes the Summit Learning Platform to organize learning.

Discover House
● Personalized with more teacher-directed pacing.
● Teachers help students develop skills for the challenges of high school.
● Utilizes Canvas to organize learning.

Please use our Learning Environment Checklist to review more information.

Return to Table of Contents

https://www.kmsd.edu/cms/lib/WI01919005/Centricity/Domain/639/Learning%20Environment%20Checklist.pdf
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* What is the same in all KMMS Environments?
● Each day, a student’s core program will include class time for Literacy/Social Studies, Math,

and Science/STEM/Computer Science.
● Core academic classes are provided to students within a House.  Create is a House that

contains students from all grades.  Students in a House share the same group of teachers
for core subjects, and have classrooms and learning spaces in close proximity.

● Curriculum is a framework for supporting teaching and learning. The academic standards
and learning targets for KMMS students are the same for all students across each content
area regardless of their House assignment.

● KMMS teachers often use the workshop model similar to the style of teaching that is used
in the elementary setting. The workshop model includes a mini-lesson, where teachers are
providing direct instruction on a concept or skill. Students are given time to practice skills
independently based on their specific learning needs while a teacher confers and/or gathers
small groups of students to support learning. Class may end with time for sharing or
reflection.

● Students have an advisory period (called Laser Hour) where they work with a teacher on
planning and goal-setting around academics and personal development. Sometimes during
advisory periods, special programs occur (like presentations/discussions from our
counseling department, student service projects, library/media center activities, etc.).

● Each day a student will have classes (Music, Art, Physical Education, World Language, and
other electives) that are located outside of the House area. These classes will include
students from other Houses or grades.

Return to Table of Contents
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* Learning Environment Checklist

Learning Environment (House) Descriptions
At Kettle Moraine Middle School we strive to provide structures and opportunities for

students to be more independent as they progress through middle school and prepare for
the challenges of high school.  To accomplish this we offer three different learning
environments to accommodate student personalities and learning styles. Here is a

snapshot of each:

KMMS
Create

KMMS
Discover

KMMS
Navigate

ORGANIZATION

Teacher-directed instruction / Student-directed learning time

Mentoring by house teachers (or other MS Staff)

Special education services/instruction provided

Project-based learning environment

Multi-age, seminar-based learning environment

Interdisciplinary learning options (combined subjects) regularly periodically periodically

Same house teachers for 3 years

Strong focus on leadership, speaking, and collaboration skills

Learning Platform used (Math, Science, History, Literacy)
*Elective classes may use a different platform than the

house

MyLC* Canvas* Summit*

PERSONALIZED LEARNING

Students set goals to monitor and track progress

Opportunities provided for intervention and enrichment

Pace determined by student ability and independence

Return to Table of Contents
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Pace determined by diagnostic assessments and individual
goals

Pace determined by teacher-directed timeline

KMMS
Create

KMMS
Discover

KMMS
Navigate

ASSESSMENT & GRADING

Assessments given on a regular basis to monitor student
progress toward targets/competencies

End of unit assessments and project deadlines are determined
by teacher

Reassessment opportunities available

Students are assessed on growth over time, and grades are
based on the KM Continuum (a common set of skills and

criteria)

Students must demonstrate proficiency (score of 4 or 5) in
order to show progress in MyLC (the learning platform)

CLASSWORK / HOMEWORK

Teacher-approved digital tools are used within the platform

30 minutes independent reading each night

Daily homework based on goals and effective use of class
time

Deadlines are assigned by teacher

Students determine plan for completing homework to meet
deadlines

Return to Table of Contents
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Grade 6 Registration Documents

6th grade Registration sheets

Grade 7 Registration Documents

7th Grade Registration sheets

Grade 8 Registration Documents

8th grade Registration sheets

Return to Table of Contents

https://docs.google.com/document/d/11qghfyqjpZttA1ofu38wbC6XQlt5G3TUJuozg3NsYIk/edit
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1x1-9IkUFgC3Z8jQLN0ZjjMF-twfSEWz9/view
https://www.kmsd.edu/cms/lib/WI01919005/Centricity/Domain/639/8th%20Course%20Registration%202023-24.pdf
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Grade 6 Core Course List
In a literacy block:

LITERACY
SOCIAL STUDIES

In a Science / Technology / Engineering / Math (STEM) block:
MATH
SCIENCE

REQUIRED COURSES OUTSIDE OF THE HOUSE:
ART EXPERIENCES
PHYSICAL EDUCATION / HEALTH
COMPUTER SCIENCE
WORLD LANGUAGE EXPLORATORY
STEM

IF INDICATED BY DATA, STUDENTS MAY BE ENROLLED IN INTERVENTION
COURSES:

INTERVENTION – MATH
INTERVENTION – READING
STRUCTURED STUDY PLUS

Grade 6 Elective Courses
MUSIC OPTIONS:

Music is a required course for our 6th graders, who must choose one of the
following options.  Music class will be held every other day, all year long.

BAND
CHORUS
CONCERT ORCHESTRA (for traditional stringed instruments)

Return to Table of Contents
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Grade 7 Core Courses List
In a literacy block:

LITERACY
SOCIAL STUDIES

In a Science / Technology / Engineering / Math (STEM) block:
MATH
SCIENCE
STEM (Design Thinking)

REQUIRED COURSES OUTSIDE OF THE HOUSE:
PHYSICAL EDUCATION / HEALTH

IF INDICATED BY DATA, STUDENTS MAY BE ENROLLED IN INTERVENTION
COURSES:

INTERVENTION – MATH
INTERVENTION – READING
STRUCTURED STUDY PLUS

Grade 7 Elective Courses
MUSIC OPTIONS:

Students will choose to continue with their 6th grade music choice, select a new
one, or select a group of non-music classes.

MUSIC + ONE MORE OPTION:
Students will attend a music class each day, unless there is a need for additional
instructional time in reading, math, or other academic areas.

BAND
CHORUS
CONCERT ORCHESTRA (for traditional stringed instruments)

Students must also select one of the non-music options below to complete
their schedule.

NON-MUSIC OPTIONS:
Students who do not wish to continue with Music must select

ART & DESIGN
COMPUTER SCIENCE
INTRO TO DESIGN & BUILD
WORLD LANGUAGE EXPLORATORY for their elective classes.

These classes will meet every other day.

Return to Table of Contents
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Grade 7 Elective Course Descriptions

ART & DESIGN 7
7705

Students will continue to develop their skills while using the elements and
principles of design through various studio projects. Students will work in a
variety of media including drawing, painting, design, sculpture, ceramics,
and animation. Creativity and communication skills will be developed as
students work to develop unique problem-solving solutions. There is a
$15.00 materials fee for this course.

COMPUTER
SCIENCE 7
7725

INTRO TO DESIGN &
BUILD
7730

WORLD LANGUAGE
EXPLORATORY 7
WLEX
7750

Computer Science 7 is an extension of the logic and computational
thinking skills learned in 6th grade. The class focuses on game
development, wiring/coding with circuits, virtual reality, 3d modeling and
building/coding robotics.

Students will be challenged to design and build something that fulfills a
purpose or need. They will use the engineering design process to generate
ideas, sketch, prototype, 3D model and actually physically build a product of
their design. Students will use the equipment in the STEM Design Lab and
Workshop. Persistence and problem solving is emphasized. There is a
$15.00 materials fee for this course.

Students will be introduced to French, German, and Spanish. The course
will provide an awareness of each culture and an introduction to each
language. These experiences will help students make an informed decision
regarding future language study and will develop the intellectual flexibility
necessary for subsequent language acquisition. There is a $15.00 fee
charged for this course for a World Language workbook.

MUSIC ELECTIVE OPTIONS:
Seventh graders may choose from the following music options or choose art:

Band 7 (1.0)   Orchestra 7 (1.0)   Chorus 7 (1.0)

* Music classes will meet every day unless there is a student need for Reading or Math
intervention.

BAND 7
7800

Band 7 is designed to stress developing musical skills, such as
scales, music vocabulary, notes, rhythms, and expression through the
music. Students will learn these skills by studying a wide variety of
musical repertoire. This band performs several concerts each year as
part of the course requirement. We strive for excellence and the
discipline it takes to achieve it. There is a $10.00 materials fee for this
course.

Return to Table of Contents
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All band members receive a weekly lesson. The class size of a
lesson ranges from 1-10 students. Students will learn concepts and
techniques specific to their instruments. Students will have an
opportunity for individual growth through jazz ensemble, small
ensemble, and solo opportunities.

CONCERT
ORCHESTRA 7
7825

CHORUS 7
7850

The Concert Orchestra is open to all seventh grade string players
who want to learn refined mechanics of string performance. Players
will continue to explore a variety of musical techniques from different
styles of music. Lunch lessons are offered to help students learn
concepts and techniques unique to their instrument. Seating auditions
will take place twice a year. Various concerts and field trips are
scheduled throughout the year. There is a $10.00 materials fee for this
course.

Chorus 7 is a non-auditioned choir, open to all seventh grade
students. Chorus is a performance-based musical ensemble, giving
students an opportunity to explore choral music written in a variety of
styles. Students learn intermediate and advanced concepts and
techniques related to vocal production, music reading, and music
theory. In addition to the choir class, every choir student participates in
a small group lesson once a week. This lesson time is dedicated to
more individualized musical skill-building.

Return to Table of Contents
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Grade 8 Core Course List

In a literacy block:
LITERACY
SOCIAL STUDIES

In a Science / Technology / Engineering / Math (STEM) block:
MATH 8   or  ALGEBRA 1

Placement in math will be based on 7th grade teacher recommendation.
SCIENCE
STEM (Design Thinking)

REQUIRED COURSES OUTSIDE OF THE HOUSE:
PHYSICAL EDUCATION / HEALTH

Students who successfully complete a class at the Middle School that is also
offered at the High School will take the next class in the sequence of courses.

Return to Table of Contents
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Grade 8 Elective Courses
IMPORTANT FOR CREATE HOUSE: Because of the limited number of periods available
for 8th grade electives and the design and structure of the Create house, students in Create
may not be able to be scheduled into some elective choices. We will make every effort to
honor Music and World Language elective choices.

Elective Guidelines:
● Eighth graders must choose courses totaling two class periods for the year from the

following elective courses to complete their schedule.
● Full credit electives will run all year.  Half credit electives will run for one semester

only.

Year Long – Every Day All Year (1.0 credit)
Music

Band 8
Choir 8
Orchestra 8

World Language
French 1
German 1
Spanish 1

Semester Long – Every Day   (0.5 credit)
Art

2D Art
3D Art

Physical Education
Healthy & Active Lifestyles

STEM
Game & Film Design
Intro to Computer Science
Design & Build

Return to Table of Contents
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Grade 8 Elective Course Descriptions

COURSE DESCRIPTIONS: The elective courses below meet either every day all year (for 1.0
credits) or every day for a semester (for 0.5 credits).
Students must select 2.0 elective credits in total.

ART

2D ART
8700
EVERY DAY 1 SEMESTER

3D ART
8710
EVERY DAY 1 SEMESTER

In this course, students will dive deeper into a variety of 2D media
with skill development around techniques & processes such as (but not
limited to): drawing, painting, collage, mixed media, printmaking, digital
art and photography. Students will work on refining their 2D art skills
through building a portfolio of work. Along with art-making, students will
learn about a variety of artists and cultures, and will develop
communication skills through a combination of written artist statements,
critiques and in-persona or digital presentations. $15 course fee for
materials.

In this course, students will dive deeper into a variety of 3D media
with skill development around techniques & processes such as (but not
limited to): sculpture, ceramics, wood, fibers, found / recycled objects
and/or plaster. Students will work on refining their 3D art skills through
building a portfolio of work. Along with art-making, students will learn
about a variety of artists and cultures, and will develop communication
skills through a combination of written artist statements, critiques and
in-persona or digital presentations. $15 course fee for materials.

MUSIC

BAND 8
8800
EVERY DAY ALL YEAR

Band 8 is designed to develop advanced musical skills such as all
major scales, extending playing ranges, rhythms, and expression
through the music. Students will learn these skills by studying a wide
variety of musical repertoire. This band performs several concerts
each year as part of the course requirement. We strive for excellence
and the discipline it takes to achieve it.

All band members receive a weekly lesson. The class size of a
lesson ranges from 1-10 students. Students will learn concepts and
techniques specific to their instruments. Students will have an
opportunity for individual growth through jazz ensemble, small
ensembles, and solo opportunities. There is a $10.00 materials fee
for the band courses.

Return to Table of Contents
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CHORUS 8
8850
EVERY DAY ALL YEAR

Chorus 8 is a non-auditioned choir, open to all eighth grade
students. Chorus is a performance-based musical ensemble, giving
students an opportunity to explore choral music written in a variety of
styles. They learn intermediate and advanced concepts and
techniques related to vocal production, music reading, and music
theory. In addition to the daily choir class, every choir student
participates in a small group lesson once a week. This lesson time is
dedicated to individualized musical skill building.

ORCHESTRA 8
8825
EVERY DAY ALL YEAR

Orchestra 8 is for all eighth grade string players. Players will
continue to learn advanced musical techniques from different styles of
music. Lessons are offered during lunchtime to help students learn
concepts and techniques unique to their instrument. Seating
auditions will take place twice a year. Various concerts and field trips
are scheduled throughout the year. There is a $10.00 materials fee
for this course.

HEALTHY AND
ACTIVE LIFESTYLES
8760
EVERY DAY 1 SEMESTER

This is an elective Physical Education class. The goal of this class is
to educate the whole student while engaging in activities not seen in a
traditional physical education class. Students will have a classroom
component as well as a lab, or activity component. We will learn about
Adventure Education, which develops teamwork and leadership, and
engage in outdoor activities such as orienteering and hiking. The course
deals with topics such as nutrition for athletes as well as the general
population, body image and media messages, social pressures and
bullying, and goal setting. This class is geared toward developing
physical, mental, emotional, and social well being in a fun and active
atmosphere.

STEM (Science Technology Engineering & Math)

COMPUTER
SCIENCE
8730
EVERY DAY 1 SEMESTER

Computer Science 8 parallels the high school Intro to Computer Science
course that provides a prerequisite for various courses in the high school.
In addition to the logic development of coding games and circuits, this
course focuses on learning computer hardware, how the internet works,
web design, cybersecurity and theory of artificial intelligence.

DESIGN & BUILD
8740
EVERY DAY 1 SEMESTER

Students will design and build projects with the STEM Workshop
equipment. They will further develop their design process and problem
solving skills as new challenges arise with their designs. Working both
independently and as a team, students will build a repertoire of new skills
as they explore the design and building phases of their projects. There is
a $25.00 materials fee for this course.

Return to Table of Contents
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GAME & FILM
DESIGN
8750
EVERY DAY 1 SEMESTER

This course is an introduction to digital design. Students will have the
opportunity to learn the basics of game design using tools for computer
games as well as app store games. Students will also learn the
fundamentals of film design using tools including digital cameras, video
editing software and green screen. Students will also learn how to use
narrative design to help create their design concepts. There is a $9.00
materials fee for this course.

WORLD LANGUAGE

FRENCH 1
8900
EVERY DAY ALL YEAR

In French 1 Students will begin to explore both the French
language and culture. Students will learn to both speak and
understand French on a variety of topics: people/themselves,
hobbies, family, food and school. Upon successful completion,
students can take French 2 at the high school.

Students who successfully complete French 1 at the middle school can
enroll in French 2 at the high school.

GERMAN 1
8910
EVERY DAY ALL YEAR

In German 1 students will begin to explore both the German
language and culture. Students will learn to both speak and
understand German on a variety of topics: people/themselves,
hobbies, family, food and school. Upon successful completion,
students can take German 2 at the high school. There is a $9.00
materials fee for this course.

Students who successfully complete German 1 at the middle school
can enroll in German 2 at the high school.

SPANISH 1
8920
EVERY DAY ALL YEAR

Spanish 1 is an elective course that meets daily or every other day.
Students will acquire the language through comprehensible input,
making the Spanish-speaking world accessible to them through
collaborative storytelling, embedded readings, personalized questions
and answers, total physical response and reading short stories.
Additionally, students will explore the target culture, make
comparisons and connections with their own experiences and come
to view language learning as a lifelong pursuit. There is a $5.00
materials fee for these courses.

Students who successfully complete Spanish 1 at the middle school
can enroll in Spanish 2 at the high school

Return to Table of Contents


